
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA,

HELD THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2016

The Honorable Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama

met in regular session on Thursday, January 28, 2016, at

6 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building,

there being present: 

President:  Culver

Councilpersons: Russell, Robinson, Kling, Showers 

Mayor: Battle

City Administrator: Hamilton
  

City Attorney: Riley

City Clerk-Treasurer: Benion

President Culver called the meeting to order.  

Minister Stephen Hampton led the invocation; members of

Boy Scout Troop 400 led the pledge of allegiance.

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council on

January 14, 2016, were approved as submitted.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Resolutions and Special Recognitions.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

recognizing Michael Lundy for his service as the Executive

Director/CEO of the Huntsville Housing Authority for the past

12 years, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-047)
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Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson and was unanimously adopted.

President Culver recognized Councilman Showers.

Councilman Showers read the resolution recognizing

Mr. Lundy for his service as the Executive Director/CEO of the

Huntsville Housing Authority.  He read from the resolution that

Mr. Lundy had been the Executive Director/CEO of the Huntsville

Housing Authority for almost 12 years, and that he had worked

in the affordable housing industry for 36 years.  He read that

Mr. Lundy had overseen the daily operation of 1,808 Public

Housing apartments, 1,670 Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers,

and the ongoing real estate development efforts of the agency. 

He stated that at this time the Public Housing and Section 8

programs combined provided affordable housing for approximately

8,000 persons in the city, with thousands more being on agency

waiting lists.

Councilman Showers read that under Mr. Lundy's leadership,

the Huntsville Housing Authority had been a high performer for

10 consecutive years in the Public Housing program and

9 consecutive years in the Section 8 program.  He stated that

Mr. Lundy believed that having large clusters of public housing

broadened the socioeconomic disparity within society, and that

based on substantiated evidence, he believed that mixed-income

affordable housing opportunities located throughout the

community would create a healthier and more diverse society. 
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He continued that this had been proven to work very well at

Gateway Place, a senior state-of-the-art residential facility. 

Councilman Showers read that Mr. Lundy was a supporter of

the Scouting program, Boys & Girls Clubs, and various other

supportive service agencies within the city, and that he

maintained an ongoing partnership with the Huntsville Police

Department, in an effort to reduce crime rates in public

housing communities by utilizing a community policing strategy.

Councilman Showers read that Mr. Lundy's vision was to

transition public housing residents to self-sufficiency through

several different programs and initiatives.  He continued that

during Mr. Lundy's time in Huntsville, he had initiated and/or

enhanced several programs that supported family

self-sufficiency, including the pre-home ownership program

geared toward public housing residents.  He stated that there

had been approximately 50 low-income families who had moved on

to home ownership from various public housing communities.  He

read that Mr. Lundy also administered other self-help

initiatives that linked low-income families to services, which

led to self-determination.  He read that Mr. Lundy was most

proud of his efforts to provide affordable housing for a number

of homeless families in the city.

Councilman Showers read that Mr. Lundy would be vacating

his position as Executive Director/CEO of the Huntsville

Housing Authority and assuming his new position as the

Executive Director/CEO of the Housing Authority of the
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Birmingham District.

Councilman Showers stated that the City Council and the

Mayor of the City of Huntsville wished to gratefully

acknowledge, congratulate, and extend best wishes to Mr. Lundy,

in recognition of his services as the Executive Director/CEO of

the Huntsville Housing Authority and wish him continued success

in all his future endeavors.

Councilman Showers presented the resolution to Mr. Lundy,

stating that this was a bittersweet time for him, noting that

he had been hoping Mr. Lundy would stay longer in the city.  He

stated that he wished to thank him for the things he had done

as the leader in the City's public housing division for the

prior 12 years.  He stated that he was presenting this

resolution to Mr. Lundy on behalf of the Council and

Mayor Battle, in recognition of his contributions to the

Housing Authority in the city.

Mr. Lundy stated that he was humbled by this special

recognition.  He stated that he would like to thank

Councilman Showers for his support of the Housing Authority, in

good times and bad times, and that he would also like to thank

the Mayor, the Council, and all the previous Councils that had

served the City during his tenure.  He thanked Mayor Battle for

also supporting the Housing Authority, in good times and bad

times, noting that he had been a strong supporter in working

with them as they worked through some challenging times.  He

stated that he believed that at the end of the day, it had all
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been good for the least of those, the people they served.

Mr. Lundy stated that he would also like to thank his

Board, and Chairperson Lee Horton, who was present at the

meeting.  He stated that he also had a number of his staff

present in the audience that he would like to recognize.  He

stated that the Authority would not have been as successful as

it had been without his staff.  He asked his staff members to

stand and be publicly recognized.  He stated that these were

really the people the Council was honoring at this time, that

he just happened to be the face of the Agency.  He stated that

he certainly appreciated all the support his staff had provided

him over the years.  He stated that he was certainly going to

miss the community, that it had been good to him and good to

his family.  He stated that he had learned a lot, and that,

hopefully, he had been able to make a contribution through his

leadership.  

Mr. Lundy stated that he also appreciated the support of

Ms. Jackie Reed, noting that she was always standing in the

breach and representing the community.

Mr. Lundy thanked various other persons in the audience

for their support.

President Culver congratulated Mr. Lundy, noting that he

would certainly be missed.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

congratulating John "Rusty" Russell, Jr., upon his retirement  

from the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as follows:
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(RESOLUTION NO. 16-048)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted.

President Culver asked Mr. Russell to come forward and

asked Mayor Battle to join them on the podium.

President Culver read from the resolution that the Council

and the Mayor had been apprised that Mr. John "Rusty"

Russell, Jr., would retire from the City of Huntsville as

Director of Emergency Management on February 1, 2016.  He read

that Mr. Russell had been hired on as the Huntsville-Madison

County EMA Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program

Specialist in 1996 and had served as an emergency management

officer and later as the emergency operations coordinator,

prior to being appointed Director in December 2001.

President Culver read from the resolution that Mr. Russell

had been designated as Madison County's point of contact for

the Alabama Department of Homeland Security by the Madison

County Commission Chairman, and that he had also been selected

as the regional point of contact for the Alabama Department of

Homeland Security by fellow Homeland Security contacts in the

10 northeastern counties.  He continued that Mr. Russell had

served as President of the Alabama Association of Emergency

Managers, as well as serving three terms as President of the

North Alabama Mutual Assistance Association.  He read that

Mr. Russell was a member of the International Association of
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Emergency Managers USA, where he was a past president of the

IAEM USA Region 4, representing the eight southeastern states,

and was currently serving as 1st VP of IAEM USA.

President Culver read that in 2008, Mr. Russell had been

presented with the Clayton R. Christopher Annual Memorial

Award, which award recognized the recipient for unselfish

devotion and outstanding contributions to the overall emergency

management program.

President Culver stated that the Council and the Mayor

gratefully acknowledged, congratulated, and extended best

wishes to Mr. Russell, in recognition of his retirement from

the City of Huntsville after 19 years of dedicated service and

wished him continued success in all his future endeavors.

Mayor Battle stated to Mr. Russell that they had been

through a lot together, noting that they had started off with

the H1N1 virus; and they had gone through the Five Points

tornado; the 1994 tornados that had swept across North Alabama; 

countless snow and ice events, as well as flooding events; and

that through every one of these, Mr. Russell had been there to

make sure the community was safe.  He stated that he would like

to thank him for himself and on behalf of the 190,000 citizens

of Huntsville.  He stated that when the trouble had hit,

Mr. Russell had been there, and his staff had been there, and

they were the ones who had made sure everyone was safe.

Mayor Battle presented the resolution to Mr. Russell.

Mr. Russell stated that he had been very fortunate to have
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had this opportunity to serve.  He stated that he would like to

recognize his staff who were in the audience and asked them to

stand and be recognized.  He stated that this was the best EMA

staff in the state, and that the city would be in good hands. 

He stated that he certainly appreciated this recognition.

President Culver asked if there were any other

recognitions.

Mayor Battle stated that he would like to mention that

there were 6,200 persons at the Von Braun Civic Center watching

a basketball game.  He stated that this was a very special

time, that it was the No. 1 team in the state, Class 6

Johnson High School, and the No. 2 team in the state, Class 5

Lee High School, playing each other.  He stated that this was a

great event, and that it was sold out, which he noted was an

amazing thing for the community.  He stated that this was a

recognition that everyone should take pride in.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Announcements.

President Culver stated that items 15.k and 9.b.2 had been

deleted from the agenda.

President Culver recognized Councilman Showers.

Councilman Showers asked that an item he had on the

agenda, 9.a.2, be deleted.

President Culver stated that agenda items 15.k, 9.a.2, and

9.b.2 had been deleted. 

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda
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was Public Hearings to be Held.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-907,

amending Article 92, Board of Adjustment, Section 92.5, Powers

and Duties, Subsection 92.5.3, Permitted Uses as Special

Exceptions, by amending Subsection 92.5.3(38), to delete

Neighborhood Business C-1A District and add Village Business

C-6 District as a permitted district, which hearing was set at

the December 3, 2015, Regular Council Meeting.

President Culver recognized Ms. Ashley Nichols of the

Planning Department.

Ms. Nichols stated that this proposed ordinance amendment

was to update language concerning farmers markets.  She stated

that in August of 2015, farmers market language had been added

to the existing zoning ordinance.  She continued that prior to

that date, there had been no language concerning farmers

markets.  She stated that what was being proposed at this time

pertained to the special exception, which pertained to all the

residential districts, as well as the Neighborhood Business

Districts.  She stated that during this process, the Planning

staff was deleting Article 21, which was previously the

Neighborhood Business C-1A District, and that, also, they were

in the process of adding a new zoning designation, Article 27,

Village Business C-6 District.  She stated that the Planning

staff was proposing to delete the Neighborhood C-1A language

from the current farmers market language and add the
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Village Business C-6 District.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this particular

matter.

Ms. Jackie Reed, Jack Coleman Drive, appeared before the

Council, asking if the special exceptions were throughout the

city or if it would just be persons who came and asked for

that. 

President Culver asked Ms. Nichols if she could address

Ms. Reed's question.

Ms. Nichols stated that special exceptions would go to the

Board of Zoning Adjustment, along with variance requests.  She

stated that on the special exceptions, they did not have to

prove they had a use hardship, whereas on the variance

requests, they did have to prove that there was a land use

hardship and why they could not use the property as it was

currently zoned.  She stated that with the special exceptions,

basically, the petitioner would go to the Board and fill out

all their logistics, terms and conditions, and the Board could

then apply any additional conditions that might need to be met,

based on the particular zoning designation.

President Culver asked if there was anyone else in the

audience who would like to address the Council on this

particular matter.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was
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closed.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of Ordinance

No. 15-907, amending Article 92, Board of Adjustment, Section

92.5, Powers and Duties, Subsection 92.5.3, Permitted Uses as

Special Exceptions, by amending Subsection 92.5.3(38), to

delete Neighborhood Business C-1A District and add Village

Business C-6 District as a permitted district, which ordinance

was introduced at the December 3, 2015, Regular Council

Meeting, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-907)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilman Showers.

President Culver asked if there was any discussion of the

above ordinance.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Ordinance

No. 15-907, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on a resolution for suspension

of Licensure for certain taxpayers, which hearing was set at

the January 14, 2016, Regular Council Meeting.

President Culver recognized Ms. Margaret Sargent, Finance

Director.

Ms. Sargent stated that they were requesting to proceed

with the suspension of licensure, per the sealed documents that

had been provided to the Council members.  

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience
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who would like to address the Council on this particular

matter.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

suspending licensure for certain taxpayers,

as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-049)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver asked if there was any discussion of the

above resolution.

Councilman Kling stated that he had heard that there was

one company that had two businesses that were delinquent, and

that he believed they had caught up on the payment of one of

these and were actively working to catch up on the other one. 

He asked if there was a way they could empower Ms. Sargent with

the authority to take action if a good-faith effort was not

being made, with this business or with any other businesses

that were delinquent but attempting to catch up.

President Culver recognized Ms. Sargent.

Ms. Sargent stated, concerning the businesses to which

Councilman Kling had referred, that they were not completely

caught up, but they were working with them, and that they could
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be put on an installment agreement, and the suspension would be

held in abeyance.

Councilman Kling stated that he was aware of one such case

and asked if this would also apply to others, just as a general

rule.

Ms. Sargent replied in the affirmative, noting that under

State regulations they would have a 12-month installment

agreement plan.

President Culver stated that if he remembered correctly,

he believed that this had also been done by the previous

Finance Director, so that this was more or less a continuation

of this.

Ms. Sargent stated that it was the same process, although

they were making sure they were following the State regulations

a little more thoroughly.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of the above resolution.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 16-049, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Public Hearings to be Set.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution to set

a public hearing on a resolution authorizing the approval of 

an Urban Renewal/Redevelopment Plan for the Research Park East

Corridor, at the February 11, 2016, Regular Council Meeting, as
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follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-050)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson and was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from the Public.

President Culver stated that as persons' names were

called, they should go to the microphone and state their name

and address for the record, and they would have approximately

three minutes to address the Council.

Mr. Ronald E. Robinson, 2452 Mt. Vernon Road, appeared

before the Council, stating that he had given each of the

Council members a document containing the comments he was about

to bring to the Council.  He stated that he might sound rather

skittish, noting that he had just learned of the situation he

was about to speak concerning earlier in the day.  He stated

that this was concerning 3212 Yale Circle.  He stated that he

had been taking a walk, and he had found out that the house at

that location was burned about all the way down to the ground. 

He stated that he had been talking to a neighbor about this and

had asked her when the house had burned, and that she had

advised him it was the prior night.  He stated that it was

roped off with crime tape because there was no electricity to

the house, so that the fire had to have been set, which would

make it a crime, from what he understood.



-15-

Mr. Robinson stated that this was a scary thing to him,

and that it would be to anyone who lived in any neighborhood. 

He continued that the house to the south of this property was

only 20 feet away.  He stated that he had no idea what the Fire

Department had run into on this, or how bad the fire was,

although it was bad enough to burn it down to the ground.  He

stated that he was sure they had their hands full trying to

keep the house to the south of the property from catching on

fire.

Mr. Robinson reiterated that this was a vacant home and

stated that the house to the west of this property,

3214 Yale Circle, was also a vacant home.  He continued that

this property had been vacant for approximately a year and a

half.  He stated that he had been involved in getting Community

Development to have the grass cut at this property and clean it

up on the outside.  He stated that he had also walked behind

this house and had seen the condition of the back yard, and

that there had been something like an add-on garage to one side

of the house, and there was a pickup inside, and the back door

had been open at that time.  He stated that he had looked in

and had found that it was a health hazard, as he had reported

to Community Development the prior summer.  He stated that when

he had seen the other property had burned down, he had again

walked around 3214 Yale Circle, and that half the kitchen

window was broken out, and the inside of the house was again a

health hazard.  He stated that apparently no one had ever
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cleaned it up on the inside.  He continued that they had

cleared up the inside with the heavy furniture around July or

August, because he had seen a lot of debris on the curb for the

City to pick up.

Mr. Robinson stated that the lady who had told him about

the fire had also told him that people had been going in and

out of both of these houses in the evening.

Mr. Robinson stated that as the Councilpersons read the

literature he had provided to them, they would see that there

were a lot of problems on Mt. Vernon.  He continued that he had

been working with the police to patrol the area.  He stated

that on the prior evening, he had certainly been glad that

Huntsville had a good Fire Department, because they had kept

another residence from catching on fire.

Mr. Robinson stated that he would welcome any questions

from the Council members, and that he would also welcome the

City Council members to come out in the area and look at the

addresses he had mentioned and see exactly what he was talking

about in this community.

President Culver thanked Mr. Robinson for his

presentation.  He stated that from reading Mr. Robinson's

report, he saw that he was working with Community Development.

Mr. Robinson stated that he was working very closely with

Community Development, but that their hands were tied regarding

this.

President Culver stated that he was just acknowledging
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that Community Development was aware of all of Mr. Robinson's

concerns and was working with him on it.  He stated that the

Council appreciated what Mr. Robinson was doing, in terms of

being a good resident and reporting these kinds of things, and

that they certainly wanted him to continue to do that with

Community Development if he so chose.  He stated that since

Community Development was aware of this, they were working on

it as much as they could.

Mr. Robinson stated that Community Development had a

problem, in that they could board the property, but they could

not get inside to clean up the health hazard.

President Culver stated that that was correct.

Ms. Jackie Reed, Jack Coleman Drive, appeared before the

Council, expressing appreciation to the Council for allowing

the public to speak at this time.

Ms. Reed stated that she was saddened to learn that

Mr. Michael Lundy, Executive Director/CEO of the Huntsville

Housing Authority, was leaving.  She stated that she had given

him as hard a time as she had given any of the Council members,

and that he had always been a gentleman and had always answered

her questions, and that she appreciated that very much.  She

stated that she was certainly going to miss him.  She continued

that she was anxious to see who would be taking Mr. Lundy's

place.

Ms. Reed stated that she had been promised by a

Huntsville Utilities top man that the availability charge on
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the utility bill would be explained during the next Council

meeting or so.  She stated that she had received more phone

calls about this than on anything else going on in the city,

except for some of the Council's doings.

Ms. Reed stated that she also wanted to talk about

Mr. Sam Citrano.  She stated that this concerned

706 Ward Avenue, and that Mr. Citrano had been to many meetings

of the Historical Board, trying to be able to demolish this

house.  She stated that a hardship had been put on Mr. Citrano,

and that he was a veteran, and he had just lost his wife.  She

stated that the property was up for auction on February 11, and

that if it did not sell, the Council had better get together

with the Historical Board, which she noted they appointed, and

do something about letting Mr. Citrano tear down this house. 

She stated that at this time he was trying to give it away, at

a good price.  She continued that he had called the Mayor's

office, and that no one had ever answered, that he had wanted

to talk with the Mayor.

Ms. Reed stated that the Council members did not seem to

be interested in this, but maybe the public would get concerned

over it.  She stated that she wanted to thank Mr. Peter Lowe,

noting that he was a real estate man, and was probably the only

one on the Historical Board that knew what he was doing.  She

continued that some of these members needed to be replaced. 

She stated that Mr. Lowe had said that it was not cost

effective to repair this property.  She questioned the cost of
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$220,000 to repair this house.  She continued that they would

not even let Mr. Citrano pay to tear down this house.  She

stated that the Council really needed to look into this matter

if the property did not sell.

Ms. Reed stated that she had attended the BIG Picture, and

the Citizens Advisory Committee, and that she was shocked at

what she was hearing and learning.  She stated that she did not

know who had given those people these plans.  She stated that

she was hearing that the riverwalk was coming back.  She

continued that she was hearing that it was a greenway, but that

it was the riverwalk that she had heard about 20 years prior. 

She stated that she had heard the greenway was going from

downtown to Ditto Landing and asked where they were going to

get all this money.  She questioned the BIG Picture and stated

that she wanted to see the real picture.  She stated that she

wanted them to lay the Master Plan out in front of the public. 

She stated that she also wanted to ask them about Joe Davis

Stadium.  She continued that she had a lot of questions that

she wanted them to answer for the public.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Huntsville Utilities Items.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of Ordinance

No. 16-016, allowing the Huntsville Utilities Electric Board to

lease and set rates for excess dark fiber, which ordinance was

introduced at the January 14, 2016, Regular Council Meeting, as

follows:
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(ORDINANCE NO. 16-016)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilwoman Robinson.

Mr. Joe Gehrdes of Huntsville Utilities stated that, as he

had mentioned at the prior Council meeting when this ordinance

had been introduced, Huntsville Utilities would be laying down

a fiber network for its own use, and that there would be some

excess fiber that they would like to lease to other parties so 

they could recoup the cost of their investment.  He continued

that most likely their first customer would be the City of

Huntsville, so that one might say this was a joint effort

between Huntsville Utilities and the City.  He stated that they

would like to retain the ability to set the rates for the lease

of the dark fiber. 

Mayor Battle stated that the administration had been

working with Huntsville Utilities on this matter for

approximately 18 months, and that it would help them with smart

traffic grids, monitoring pump stations, schools, and police

and fire communications.  He stated that Huntsville Utilities

had dark fiber, and that the City had some dark fiber they were

going to put in, and they wanted Utilities to run it because

they were better at running utilities than the City was.  He

stated that Huntsville Utilities would be running that system,

and the City would be one of their customers.  He continued

that he believed it was a great partnership to be able to

provide fiber throughout the city.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion
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on the above ordinance.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Board Appointments to be Voted On.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Lady Shivers Tucker to the Huntsville Public Library

Board, for a term to expire February 10, 2020, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-051)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Russell and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution to

appoint James Lomax to the Medical Clinic Board – Fifth Avenue,

for a term to expire January 11, 2020, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-052)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Kathleen Erwin to the Medical Clinic Board of

Huntsville, Alabama – 1073, for a term to expire January 24,

2020, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-053)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing



-22-

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by President Culver

and was unanimously adopted.

Councilwoman Robinson read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Frank Caprio to the Huntsville-Madison County

Emergency Management Board, for term to expire July 1, 2020, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-054)

Councilwoman Robinson moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Mack N. Ford to the Board of Examinations and Appeals

for Construction Industries, Place 1, for a term to expire

September 21, 2018, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-055)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Major Stephen Thomas to the Educational Building

Authority of the City of Huntsville – APT, for a term to expire

November 10, 2021, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-056)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by President Culver

and was unanimously adopted.
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President Culver read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Colin Hale McKee to the Educational Building 

Authority of the City of Huntsville – Faulkner University, for

a term to expire November 10, 2021, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-057)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers, and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Jeanne Weaver to the Educational Building Authority

of the City of Huntsville – Holy Spirit, for a term to expire

November 10, 2021, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-058)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson and was unanimously adopted.

Councilwoman Robinson read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint W. Evans Quinlivan to the Educational Building

Authority of the City of Huntsville – John Paul II High School,

for a term to expire November 9, 2021, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-059)

Councilwoman Robinson moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Board Appointment Nominations.
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Councilman Showers nominated John Powell for appointment

to the Board of Examinations and Appeals for Construction

Industries, for a term to expire September 21, 2016.

Councilman Showers nominated Carla Clift for appointment

to the Huntsville Public Library Board, for a term to expire

February 10, 2020.  

Councilwoman Robinson nominated Bill Pippin for

appointment to the Huntsville Public Library Board, for a term

to expire February 10, 2020.  

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Approval of Expenditures.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing expenditures for payment, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-060)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted.

President Culver asked Councilman Showers if there was a

Finance Committee Report.

Councilman Showers replied in the affirmative.  He asked

Ms. Sargent to brief the Council.

Ms. Sargent, Director of Finance, stated that this report

was basically the status of the audit for September 2015

year-end, which had begun in the current month.  She continued

that they were approximately one-third of the way through this,

and that it was going very well.  She stated that they expected
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to be finished on time, which would be the March month-end.

Ms. Sargent stated that at the next Council meeting, she

would have the December revenue numbers.

President Culver asked if there were any questions for

Ms. Sargent.

There was no response.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

approving travel for Will Culver to attend the Chamber of

Commerce of Huntsville/Madison County Annual Montgomery Trip,

February 23-24, 2016, Montgomery, Alabama, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-061)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by President Culver

and was unanimously adopted.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

approving travel for Bill Kling to attend the National League

of Cities 2016 Annual Congressional Conference, March 5-9,

2016, Washington, D.C., as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-062)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers.

Councilman Kling stated that there had been a

typographical error, and that this travel should be for the

Huntsville/Madison County Chamber of Commerce Washington, D.C.,

trip, which would be in mid April.  He asked if the Council
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could go ahead and pass this with that understanding, noting

that he had thought the paperwork had been corrected.  He

stated that the amount would be the same, but it was a

different trip.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that that trip was April 17,

18, and 19.

Councilman Kling moved to amend to reflect the Chamber of

Commerce Washington, D.C., trip, April 17-19, which motion was

duly seconded by Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

amendment, and it was unanimously approved.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 16-062, as amended, and it was unanimously adopted.

 President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from the Mayor.

Mayor Battle stated that on the prior Friday, there had

been the first snow event of the season in the city, and he

thanked the City employees for the excellent work they had done

during this time.  He stated that the streets had been cleared

very quickly.

Mayor Battle stated that from this time through

Valentine's, at the City Animal Shelter, many adult dogs and

cats could be adopted for a $14 fee, and that puppies and

kittens were just $50.  He stated that the adoption fee

included vaccinations, microchip, City license, and spay or

neuter.  He stated that this was a good value for the fee.  He
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stated that this was one of the ways the City made sure they

took care of the animals in the city, and that the right things

happened to them.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from Council Members.

President Culver recognized Councilman Showers.

Councilman Showers stated that he would like to again note

that one of the largest high school games that had ever been

played in the city would be played on this evening, with

Johnson High School playing Lee High School, at 7 p.m. at the

VBC.

Councilman Showers stated that on the prior Monday, the

North Huntsville Business Association had met at

Alabama A&M University, and that Mr. Reggie McKenzie had

facilitated the meeting.  He stated that this group had been

meeting previously, but that at the prior meeting, they had

really put in place the opportunity for businesses in

North Huntsville to come together, and that there had been a

good attendance.  He stated that they would announce later when

the next meeting of this group would be held.

Councilman Showers stated that on the prior Tuesday,

January 26, there had been a meeting of Concerned Citizens for

Johnson High School, and that they had met on the campus, in

the auditorium, with the objective of the meeting being to

solicit concerns from the citizens that had been impacted by

Johnson High School.  He thanked Mayor Battle and his staff,
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Mr. Madsen of Planning, and several other persons who were in

attendance, including Mr. Hamilton, who had presided, for their

commitment, and also thanked the persons who had attended,

noting that they did not just listen and be told what was going

to be done at Johnson High School when it was vacated but had

given input as to what they wanted to see happen at that

particular site.

Councilman Showers stated that the Berachah facility on

Sparkman Drive would be closing, and that there would be a

similar meeting on February 9 at Berachah, to provide the

neighborhoods on the north side of Sparkman Drive an

opportunity to provide input on what they would like to see go

on this site, noting that the City owned this property.  He

stated that there was a movement to put a library at this

location, but there were several other opportunities for this

property.  He stated that this meeting would be on February 9

at 6 p.m., to discuss further what was going to happen at that

particular site.

Councilman Showers stated that on February 3, he would be

attending the Boys & Girls Youth of the Year Luncheon, at the

James Lane Boys & Girls Club on Abingdon Avenue.

President Culver recognized Councilman Russell.

Councilman Russell stated that he did not have anything at

this time.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she would like to thank
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the staff, noting that she had had the opportunity over the

prior few weeks to make requests of Public Works, Traffic,

Community Development, and Engineering, and that each of the

departments had been tremendously responsive.  She stated that

she would also like to recognize the employees who had been out

in the weather working while others were snuggled inside in

front of their fires.  She stated that, particularly, she would

like to thank the Fire Department personnel who had manned the

Green Mountain Fire Station and had stayed there overnight to

make sure the residents had the fire protection they needed. 

She stated that she continued to be impressed with how the

staff worked together and how tremendously responsive they were

to the needs of the citizens.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that the Walmart Neighborhood

Market on Bailey Cove was now open.  She stated that that site

had been vacant for a number of years, and that vacant

properties did not do the city a whole lot of good, that they

decreased the quality of life in a community and depressed

property values.  She stated that it was nice to have someone

there, and that it was especially nice to finally have cheap

gas on Bailey Cove Road.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had had the

opportunity earlier in the week to speak to the Lunch and Serve

group at St. Thomas and also the Chaffee Neighborhood

Association.  She stated that both groups had asked her to do a

report on the state of South Huntsville, and that she had been
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very pleased to have the opportunity to share with them some of

the exciting things the City had planned and ongoing.  She

continued that one of the things she had shared was a document

prepared by the South Huntsville Business Association that was

a map of and an explanation of the work that was going on on

South Parkway.  She stated that this was an incredibly

informative document, and that she would also be using it on

February 1, which was the date of her first Town Hall Meeting

for the year.  She stated that the meeting would be on Monday,

February 1, at the Bailey Cove Library, at 6:30 p.m., and that

she would have representatives of ALDOT, as well as City

Engineering, to discuss the construction on South Parkway.  She

stated that anyone who was interested in this was certainly

welcome to attend this meeting.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she was grateful to

Brenda Martin for inviting her to be a guest on her Insight

show on February 2 and discuss what was going on in

South Huntsville.  She stated that she was aware that

Ms. Martin was looking forward to hosting the other Council

members, as well.  She stated that this was an exciting program

that helped everyone understand all the great things the City

was doing.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had had a friend

from out of town who had visited the city the prior week, and

she had had the opportunity to take her around for a day and

show her what was going on in the city.  She stated that this
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person was from out West and had been very impressed with what

they were doing in the city.  

Councilwoman Robinson stated that it was fascinating to

her to be able to see the city through the eyes of a

non-resident, and that it had reminded her again how innovative

the city was, how beautiful the city was, and what a great

quality of life it offered.  She continued that this was

because of the City staff they had, who were so responsive and

who cared, and the vision of the persons who led. 

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling stated that he had had some eye surgery

and had been out for a while, and that a lot of things had

taken place.  He continued that he wanted to commend several

persons, including Tamika McWilliams in the Council office, who

had handled many things while he was indisposed, noting that

they had attempted to take care of customer complaints as best

they could and to make sure things were followed up on, and 

she had done a great job.  

Councilman Kling stated that he would like to commend

Shane Davis, noting that he had had yeoman's work in helping

with two major neighborhood issues that had come up, noting

that he was working with the Fleming/Westbury Neighborhood

Association concerning their request for an access greenway to

John Hunt Park.  He stated that he understood he was going to

be in contact with them about their concerns on this and in

regard to the routing.
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Councilman Kling stated that Mr. Davis had also had great

communication with the Midtown Neighborhood Association, and

that this had also included the adjacent neighborhoods.  He

stated that he was working with them concerning the lighting

process impact along the central area of the Parkway, and how

things could be done to improve the construction standards,

including landscaping.  He stated that he believed there was

some good dialogue that was taking place in connection with

this, and that he very much appreciated it.

Councilman Kling stated that he had attended the

Huntsville High School Freshman Academy for the BIG Picture

presentation that was taking place for the Medical District. 

He stated that he had visited this briefly and had seen a lot

of things that were well organized and very well planned.  He

stated that he believed Mayor Battle deserved a lot of credit

for this.  He stated that Council members had talked about

getting out to meetings with neighborhoods throughout the

community, and that it was kind of nice, because there was a

lot of emphasis in District 4, as well as districts throughout

the city, on improving neighborhoods.  He stated that persons

had concerns, such as they had heard from Mr. Robinson earlier

in the meeting, and that they could come up and discuss them,

and the Council could see what could be done to address these

concerns.

Councilman Kling stated that there were many things going

on in the city, that there were some things taking place in
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West Huntsville that had been discussed in the past, and that

there were also things going on east of the Parkway.  He stated

that he believed this was a good thing, because the city was

growing, but at the same time, there were neighborhoods, and

that they really wanted to make a great effort to take care of

the neighborhoods and communicate with the neighborhood

associations.  He stated that he was just proud to be a small

part of that type process, that he thought it was a great thing

that was going on, and that he was glad to see it growing, and 

he knew it would continue.

Councilman Kling stated that he did have a sad note to

report, noting that he had seen in an email that Lynn Majors

was retiring, noting that he had been in Emergency Management,

and that he had been involved in Finance and Public Works, that

he had been a great City employee.  He continued that he wanted

to extend to him his very heartfelt congratulations and thanks

for the great work he had done working for the community.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was New Business Items for Consideration or Action.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Attorney to seek forfeiture of a surety

bond issued by Western Surety Company, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-063)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.
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Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Attorney to approve the settlement of

Bettye Jensen v. City of Huntsville, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-064)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke Progress Bank

Letter of Credit No. 8000003510 for South Gate Subdivision, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-065)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a Resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute an Estoppel Certificate and

Consent regarding the Revocable License Agreement between the

City of Huntsville, Alabama, and Huntsville Hotels, III, LLC,

for the Blade Sign at Twickenham Square, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-066)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute an Estoppel Certificate 
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regarding the City Parking Garage Lease Agreement for

Twickenham Square, as assigned to Huntsville Hotels, III, LLC,

by Assignment and Assumption of City Parking Garage Lease

Agreement (Project B Component), dated October 19, 2012, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-067)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute an Acknowledgment Agreement

regarding the Amended and Restated Development Agreement for

Twickenham Square, as assigned to Huntsville Hotels, III, LLC, 

by Partial Assignment and Assumption of Development Agreement

dated October 19, 2012, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-068)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into agreements with the low

bidders meeting specifications as outlined in the attached

Summary of Bids for Acceptance, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-069)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by
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Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced an ordinance

amending Budget Ordinance No. 15-642 by changing the authorized

personnel strength in various departments and funds, as

follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 16-070)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Showers

and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced an ordinance

amending Budget Ordinance No. 15-642 by changing appropriated

funding for various departments and funds, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 16-071)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Showers

and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the acceptance of donations, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-072)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between the

City of Huntsville and the Atlantic Group, L.L.C., for New

Digital Orthophotography Services, Project No. 71-16-SP22, as
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follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-073)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute Modification No. 5 to the

agreement between the City of Huntsville and Johnson &

Associates Consulting Engineers, L.L.C., for Engineering

Services for NPDES Permitting and Inspections for Carmichael

Park, Project No. 65-12-DM25, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-074)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an Agreement between the

City of Huntsville and The Arts Council, Inc., d/b/a Arts 

Huntsville, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-075)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

authorization to advertise and fill the position of one

full-time Events Coordinator, Grade 9, which motion was duly
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seconded by Councilman Showers and was unanimously approved.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

authorization to advertise and fill the position of one

full-time Cashier, Grade 1, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously approved.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

approval to advertise and fill position of General Clerk II,

(Reg./PT), Pay Grade 5, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously approved.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

approval to advertise and fill position of Street Sign &

Marking Technician,(Reg./FT), Pay Grade 10, which motion was

duly seconded by Councilman Showers and was unanimously

approved.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Special Employee

Agreement between the City of Huntsville and Jimmy W. Wilbourn,

as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-076)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between the

City of Huntsville and Barge, Waggoner, Sumner and Cannon,

Inc., for engineering services at The Huntsville Tennis Center,
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as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-077)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to renew the agreement between the City

of Huntsville and McGriff, Seibels and Williams, Inc., to

provide automobile insurance on Public Transit fleet of revenue

vehicles, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-078)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced an ordinance to

declare Public Transit vehicles surplus and to be disposed of

at auction, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 16-079)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Showers

and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution to

declare certain equipment surplus and to be donated to the

Lincoln Village Preservation Corporation through an Agency 

Appropriation Agreement, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-080)
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Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City of Huntsville and the U.S.

Marshals Service to accept overtime funding for officers

assigned to the Regional Fugitive Task Force, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-081)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to apply for a grant with the U.S.

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) regarding the FY 2015 AFG 

Assistance to Firefighters grant program, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-082)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

authorization to advertise and fill one budgeted, permanent,

full-time Information Technology Manager position, at a higher

rate than minimum salary if necessary, which motion was duly

seconded by Councilman Showers and was unanimously approved.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution
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authorizing the Mayor to execute Change Order No. 1 to the

agreement between the City of Huntsville and Reed Contracting

Services, Inc., for Sparkman Drive Turn Lane, Project

No. 65-15-TI02, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 16-083)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Ms. Kathy Martin, Director of

Engineering.

Ms. Martin stated that this was a final adjusting change

order with Reed Contracting for the Sparkman Drive turn lanes,

noting that this was a change order that decreased the contract

amount by $46,024.61.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this resolution.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Legal Department Items/Transactions.

Mr. Riley submitted the following deed for approval:

(DEED) 

Whereupon, Councilman Russell moved for approval of the

foregoing deeds, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously approved.
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President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Non-Roster Communications from the Public.

President Culver stated that if there were persons in the

audience who wished to address the Council, they should

position themselves in proximity to the microphone, and that

they would have approximately three minutes to speak.

Ms. Jackie Reed again appeared before the Council, stating

that she wanted to thank Mr. Hamilton, and whoever else, for

having addressed Channel 42, noting that it was looking good

with meetings on it.  She continued that she certainly

appreciated this effort.

Ms. Reed stated that she had not been aware of

Councilman Showers' meeting at Johnson High School, noting that

many persons had questioned her about who owned this property,

and if the City owned it, how much they had paid for it.  She

stated that she would like to have that question answered at

some time. 

Ms. Reed stated that she would like to have an appointment

with Mr. Shane Davis because she wanted to talk about the

greenways that she had been hearing about in the city.  She

stated that she had heard too much about this.  She continued

that some of the things she had been hearing were about

greenways, and some were about walkways, and a riverwalk.  She

stated that the streets in the city looked terrible, and that

they had to take care of what they had before they put a

riverwalk from downtown Spring Branch all the way to
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Ditto Landing.  She stated that she did not know where they

were going to get the money for this, but that she hoped she

lived long enough to find out.

President Culver asked Mr. Hamilton if he could address

Ms. Reed's questions as to who owned the property, and the

greenways and riverwalks.

Mr. Hamilton stated, concerning the question referencing

Johnson High School, that the Huntsville City School System

owned that property at this time, and that they would remain in

ownership until they had vacated the property.  He continued

that the specific date that the property would transfer from

their ownership to the City was to be determined.  He stated

that he would expect it to be sometime in late summer or early

fall of the current year, but that that was a date that was yet

to be determined between the City and the School System.  He

stated that the same would be true as to the current Grissom

campus, noting that the vacation of this property would be

approximately one year after the Johnson campus would transfer.

Mr. Hamilton stated that, as to the greenways, he believed

that Mr. Davis would be happy to meet with Ms. Reed and discuss

the long-term plan for the greenways.

President Culver asked if there was anyone else who wished

to address the Council at this time.

There was no response.
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Upon motion, duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

_______________________________
PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

_________________________
CITY CLERK-TREASURER


