
RESOLUTION NO. 13-695 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor of the City of Huntsville, 

Alabama, are apprised that the Union Chapel Christian Academy 

Foundation, Inc., is hosting its Second Annual Scholarship Gala to be 

held in the Boone-Lacey Fellowship Hall, Union Chapel Missionary 

Baptist Church on September 26, 2013.  The theme for the Gala is 

“Integrating Educational Practices through STEM;” and, 

  

WHEREAS, the University of Alabama in Huntsville Women’s 

Leadership Council is the 2013 Civic/Community Award Honoree.  The 

Council is known community-wide for its creativity and innovation in 

the establishment of Girls’ Science and Engineering Day.  The 

organization was founded in 2009 in response to a BRAC need for a 

well-trained future workforce.  Two local women leaders, Ms. Emily 

Vandiver and Ms. April Harris, leveraged their connections with UAH, 

Redstone Arsenal and the community at large to address this challenge.  

They believed that a successful workforce should include females who 

excel in science and engineering; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Ms. Vandiver received the Bachelor of Science in 

Electrical Engineering (BSEE) degree from UAH and earned Alumni of 

Distinction and Distinguished Engineering awards.  She also worked 

over 30 years in Army civil service and retired as a Director in the 

Aviation and Missile RDEC.  Ms. Harris worked at UAH as the Alumni 

Director and Associate Vice President for Advancement - Events.  They 

recruited other community leaders to form a group of very accomplished 

women who wanted to give back to the community.  The members included 

not only science and engineering backgrounds but also medicine, 

management, politics, education, civil service and Army life.  The 

team included chair, Ms. Emily Vandiver, President of STAI-System 

Technology Associates, Inc.; Mrs. Eula Battle, retired educator and 

wife of Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle; Ms. Alice Myles, community 

volunteer and wife of Army MG(R) Jim Myles; Dr. Pam Hudson, CEO of 

Crestwood Medical Center; and Ms. April Harris, UAH Associate Vice 

President for Advancement – Events; and, 

 

WHEREAS, since young girls are not always encouraged to pursue a 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) curriculum, it was 

important to reach them early.  The Council developed the Girls’ 

Science and Engineering Day to focus on this subject, and the event 

has remained the group’s top priority; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the first Girls’ Science and Engineering Day was held in 

2009 on the UAH campus for third- through fifth-grade girls living in 

Madison County.  The purpose was to stimulate girls’ interest in STEM 

subjects in response to goals of the three area public school systems, 

the U.S. Army and NASA.  It also supported UAH’s mission to encourage 

an adequately prepared pool of future students, especially women.  

With its tag line, “It’s Cool to Be Smart,” the half-day event allows  
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girls to enjoy a schedule of four, 40-minute workshops during the day, 

one from each of the STEM disciplines.  Over 400 girls participated in 

the event; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, some event highlights have included a letter and video 

from GEN Ann Dunwoody, the U.S. Army’s first  

4-star female general in history.  Her powerful message was that the 

girls could succeed in any career.  In 2012, a 3-star female general 

from Redstone Arsenal, LTG Patricia McQuistion, personally spoke to 

the girls and even participated in the activities with them.  For 

many, it was the first time they had met a female military officer; 

and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the event has continued to expand and hosts over 20 

different interactive workshops on a variety of topics not limited to 

engineering, missile technology, botany, biology, medicine, astronomy, 

geometry, meteorology, animals and robotics.  The presenters are 

volunteers from the government, business and industry, education, 

banking, city government, medicine and non-profit organization 

sectors; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, each year the girls meet women who are active in or 

students pursuing a STEM career.  Sponsors for the event have included 

DynCorp, Lockheed Martin, University of Alabama in Huntsville, Boeing, 

Raytheon, Bancorp South Bank, BB&T Bank, Crestwood Medical Center, 

STAI- System Technology Associates and Carleton Public Relations.  The 

Council offers scholarships each year for girls to attend the event.  

Council members work with school guidance counselors and other non-

profit organizations to identify girls for scholarships; and, 

 

     WHEREAS, in 2011, UAH’s Girls’ Science and Engineering Day 

competed nationally with 94 other universities and earned the Bronze 

Medal for program excellence from the Council for Advancement and 

Support of Education (CASE) in Washington, D.C.  The recognition 

acknowledged the effectiveness of the program in encouraging girls’ 

interest in STEM subjects; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Fifth Annual Girls’ Science and Engineering Day will 

be held Saturday, November 16, 2013, on the UAH campus.  The Women’s 

Leadership Council is committed to preparing today’s girls for 

tomorrow’s challenges.  In recognition of this day, the members of the 

Board of Directors of the Union Chapel Christian Academy Foundation, 

Inc., applaud the University of Alabama in Huntsville Women’s 

Leadership Council for receiving the Civic/Community STEM Award. 
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   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council and Mayor of 

the City of Huntsville, Alabama, gratefully acknowledge and 

congratulate the Union Chapel Christian Academy Foundation, Inc., on 

their Second Annual Scholarship Gala, and extend best wishes for 

continued success.  

 

 

 

 ADOPTED this the 26th day of September, 2013. 

 

 

 

    ________________________________________ 

    President of the City Council of the  

City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 

 

APPROVED this the 26th day of September, 2013. 

 

 

 

    ________________________________________  

    Mayor of the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

     


